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unit has already "fai led" and so will not perform adequately in an emergency. 
A second set of models look at active units where the inspections are trying to 
determine if the units have degraded to a point where their failure is imminent and 
so replacement or repair is necessary. 
Markov decision process theory is used to determine which types of policies are 
optimal and renewal theory used to determine the characteristics of such policies. 
2.17. Stochastic models in economics and physical science 
Nonequilibrium Phase Transitions and Systems of Infinitely many Stochastic Equations 
Luis L. Bonilla, University of Seville, Spain 
A nonlinear Fokker-Planck equation (FPE) is derived to describe the cooperative 
behavior of general stochastic systems interacting via mean-field couplings, in the 
limit of an infinite number of such systems. In the weak noise limit a general result 
yields the possibility of having bifurcations from stationary solutions of the nonlinear 
FPE into stable time-dependent solutions. The latter are interpreted as non- 
equil ibrium probability distribution (states) and the bifurcations to them as 
nonequil ibrium phase transitions in the thermodynamic limit, results for a model 
of self-synchronizing onlinear oscillators are given as illustrations. For this model, 
a Hopf bifurcation to a time-periodic probability density is described for any value 
of the noise strength. A recent extension of this result to the stochastic nonlinear 
parabolic equation, which the mean-field model caricaturizes, is also given. In this 
case, a new (formal) treatment which includes the use of the renormalization group 
is necessary. Part of these results have appeared in 
- L.L. Bonilla, J. Statistical Physics 46 (1987) 659-678. 
- L.L. Bonilla, J.M. Casado and M. Morillo, Self-synchronization f populations 
of nonlinear oscillators in the thermodynamic l mit, J. Stat. Phys. 48 (1/2) (July 1987). 
Random Measures and Particle Statistics 
Joseph Horowitz, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA, USA 
A model based on random measures is given for the distribution of weights of 
samples from a fine particle system (e.g., a powder) involving either a finite or an 
infinite number of particles, and including a possible continuum component; the 
model allows for breakdown or agglomeration of particles during the sampling 
process, i.e., a kind of "uncertainty principle". Applying the model to a random 
powder whose particle masses are given by the jump sizes of a subordinator, we 
have the following results: in the case of a stable subordinator, for almost every 
realization of such a powder, the weight distribution is absolutely continuous and 
